136
 COUNTRIES OF THE NEW WORLD
than the rest of the year. The constant heavy rain has much to do with
the fact that, although these three regions are the only parts of South
America owned by Europe, they have only 520,000 inhabitants in an area
the size of the British Isles, Switzerland, Belgium, the Netherlands, and
Denmark, which together have over 70,000,000. The few inhabitants are
largely concentrated within a few miles of the coast. The rest of the
country consists of dense forests, which become scrubby in the interior
where the mountains shut out the tradewinds and create a rainshadow.
There a long dry season alternating with an exceedingly wet season pre-
sents another kind of handicap.
Brazil. A similar concentration of population near the seacoast in
Brazil (A567) illustrates the fact that South America, like every other con-
tinent, is much more humid on the east than on the west. In latitudes
where the coast of Peru has an intensely dry desert, the narrow Brazilian
coastal plain and the slope to the plateau behind it are drenched with rain
and shrouded in forests. The tradewinds supplement the solsticial rains
—that is, the rains which occur when the sun reaches the solstice and is
vertically overhead at noon. This gives abundant rain most of the year
and light rain for two or three months. The effect of this fortunate com-
bination is evident in the concentration of population on the east coast
of Brazil, as appears in A567. Each dot there stands for 100,000 people.
The benefit of this kind of rainfall is also evident in the following list of
cities, arranged according to their location from north to south, beginning
at the mouth of the Amazon. Unless there is some comment to the con-
trary the cities are on the seacoast; those which lie inland are starred.
City
Belem
Manaus*
Sao Luiz
Fortaleza (Ceara)
Joao Pessao
Recife
Maceio
Bahia
Bello Horizonte*
Nictheroy
Rio de Janeiro
Sao Paulo*
Santos
Curitiba*
Porto Alegre
 Population
320,000
90,000
70,000
153,000
105,000
480,000
129,000
364,000
170,000
125,000
i ,700,000
1,160,000
105,000
117,000
 Comments
Only seaport for Amazon drainage area almost
as large as U. S. A.
River port 800 miles up Amazon, slowly declin-
ing in importance
Altitude 2800, 200 miles from coast
Suburb of Rio de Janeiro
Second city in size in southern hemisphere
Altitude 2,700, about 40 miles from coast, on
plateau
World's greatest coffee port, almost a suburb of
Sao Paulo
Altitude 3,000 feet, 70 miles from sea, center for
Paraguay tea

